H

¢ BOLLETTINO ¥

_
After 90 Years ICF Blazes Path For Secure Future

Michelle Feldman
Editor

Within the same year as celebrating the
Italian Catholic Federation’s 90th Anni-
versary, the 84th Annual Convention took
place in Oakland, California from August
28 to September 1, 2014. With the theme,
“Honoring the Past As We Envision Our
Future,” the delegates and members of the
ICF arrived in Oakland ready to reflect on
a successful past and take on the challeng-
es of the future.

The East Bay District, along with Con-
vention Director Steven Fuentes and his
committee, hosted a wonderful gathering
at the Oakland Marriott City Center and
Convention Center.

The Thursday Night Dinner was hosted
by the East Bay District at the Fratellanza

Grand President’s Award Winner Eliza-
beth Grammatico.

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

TIME SENSITIVE

Congratulations to the 2014-2015 newly installed Central Council Officers! Top Row (I-r):
Sergeant-at-Arms Vince Piro; Grand Trustee Nina Malone; Grand Trustee Lisa Crudo;
Grand Trustee Franklyn Lopes, Jr.; Grand Secretary Deborah Rodondi; Grand Treasurer
Roselynne Jarrett; Parliamentarian David Botta. Bottom Row (I-r): Grand 1st Vice Presi-
dent Leonard Zasoski, Jr.; Grand President Bob Basuino; Spiritual Director Msgr. Daniel
Cardelli; Grand 2nd Vice President Andy Pappani; Past Grand President Jane Dianda.

Club where guests were encouraged to
wear their favorite sports team in celebra-
tion of the vast array of sports represented
in this part of the Bay Area.

On Friday, friends and family gathered to
register, play Pedro, and battle it out on the
bocce courts. The Live to Give Committee
also hosted the ICF’s 3rd Annual Conven-
tion Blood Drive. Laurice Levine hosted a
tour of Oakland Children’s Hospital, and
there was a tour of the Cathedral.

Between the tours and sightseeing through
Jack London Square and San Francisco,
as the delegates and members returned to
the hotel it was finally time for the Con-
vention to begin. The members gathered
in the banquet hall for the official Grand
Opening.

The mistress of ceremonies for the evening
was Grand Trustee Lisa Crudo. Central
Council Member Franklyn Lopes, Jr. and
Father Frank Piro welcomed everyone as

Luigi Providenza and Father Albert Ban-
dini. Tying together the past to the pres-
ent, Spiritual Director Monsignor Daniel
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Pope Saint John XXIIl Award Winner
Geraldine Saitta and Grand President Bob
Basuino.

Congratulations to the following people
who won a Prize in the Convention Raffle.

1% Prize, $2.500 + $250 Seller’s Prize
Nancy Woodfall, Br. 327, San Carlos, CA

22 Prize, $1.500 + $150 Seller’s Prize
Natale Carasali, Br. 127, Petaluma, CA

3 Prize, $1.500 + $100 Seller’s Prize
Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Bohannon,

Br. 237, Gardena, CA

4t Prize, $1,000

Cassandra Holbert, Br. 195, Calumet
City, IL

4% Prize, $100 Seller’s Prize
Jo Merlo, Br. 195, Calumet City, IL

2014 Convention Raffle Winners

5t Prize, $1,000 + $100 Seller’s Prize
Betty Paterson, Castro Valley, CA
6t Prize, $500 + $100 Seller’s Prize

George G. French, Br. 195, Calumet
City, IL

7% Prize, $500 + $100 Seller’s Prize
Rich Graham, Br. 91, Oakland, CA

Special Drawing for Branches that sold
more tickets than last year: 2 prizes of
$250 each.

Branch 111, Montebello, CA -- $250
Branch 111, Montebello, CA -- $250

Grand President’s
Monthly Message

by Bob Basuino

As is per Bollettino tradition, the October
issue prints the Grand President’s
inauguration speech from the Monday of
the Convention. Enjoy!

Msgr. Cardelli, Reverend Fathers, members
of the Central Council, brothers and sisters of
the Italian Catholic Federation, my family and
friends. [ am honored to be serving you again
this year as your Grand President. I appreciate
the confidence you
have placed in me to
lead the Federation
for another year.

This past year was
particularly exciting;
working on our
Strategic Plan, the 90
anniversary galas, and
being able to attend
numerous District
events and meetings
of our many dedicated
members. I am excited to implement the
Strategic plan by year’s end as our Federation
Envisions our Future.

I want to thank many people at this morning’s
event, there are not enough words to express
my sincere appreciation for all the support
and encouragement [ have received.

First, I want to thank my Father, Frank.
Unfortunately he is having some medical
issues and is not here with us this weekend.
Through all my life events he has been my
greatest supporter and confidant but this
past year he was always there to assist
and encourage me with all events [ was
involved in. He was always there with his
wisdom and fatherly advice even if I did
not hear it or follow it. Dad, I cannot thank
you enough!

To my children, their spouses, and my
grandchildren, six to date and another due
in February. I truly appreciate your love
and understanding. I know you realize
how important my ICF family is to me.
I know re-arranging family celebrations
was not always easy or desirable but I so
much cherish those moments you all made
for me. I would not be here had it not been
for all your love and understanding. I am
truly blessed with a wonderful and loving
family. Yes, I will have plenty of free time
to babysit a year from now.

Leonard Zasoski and Andy Pappani, [ would
not have been successful this year without
all of your help, suggestions and hard work.
This year went smoothly, especially with all
the meetings and all the work and planning
that went into the Strategic Planning retreat.
This past year you have both contributed
immensely to the Federation and helped
bring this plan to life.

Deborah Rodondi, you have been my angel
this past year and your assistance has meant

continued on page 3
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Fr. Efrem Trette

The ICF office has received word that Fr.
Efrem is now at Mercy Retirement Center.
He would still love communication from
members of the ICF. If anyone would like to
write or call, here is his contact information:

Fr. Efrem Trettel

Mercy Retirement Center
3431 Foothill Boulevard
Oakland, CA 94601

2nd Floor

(510) 228-4032

icfeditor@gmail.com

The only email address to
send things for the Bollettino
is icfeditor(@gmail.com.

All other email addresses
have been closed. Please
make a note of it.

2014 Convention -- Great Success
Honoring the Past as We Envision Our Future

Monsignor Daniel Cardelli
ICF Spiritual Director
ICFspiritDir@aol.com

There was a spirit of excitement in the air
right from the beginning of the convention.
The theme of the convention, Honoring the
Past, seemed to bring out a spirit of joy,
love and camaraderie among the delegates.
It was like “Old Home Week.” It was
obvious that those present really love the
ICF. You could feel the love for the ICF and
its traditions. At the same time, you could
sense a feeling of excitement for the Future
and what it will bring.

The workshops were well-attended and
sparked a feeling of enthusiasm among
the participants. The workshop on the
Strategic Plan went especially well. There
was a feeling of anticipation of good things
to come.

Allin all, I sensed among the members and
officers a feeling of pride and ownership
in being a member of the ICF for what
it is, for what it does and for what it will
do in the future. The Italian Catholic
Federation is growing in spirit, in love
and in outreach to others. While the ICF
loves its Italian traditions and culture and
of course its cuisine, it now opens its arms
and embraces and welcomes Catholics of
all nationalities. Together we share joy,
friendships, activities, social dinners and
works of charities. These are the things that
bind and strengthen us. These are the things
that give the ICF purpose.

May God bless all the members of the
Italian Catholic Federation. May God keep
us grounded in the richness of our past. May
God keep us firmly focused on a Future
bright with anticipation.

Membership and Task Force Working Together for 2015

Nina Malone
Committe Chairperson
CC Life Member

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It is my honor and privilege to be
appointed once again as Chairperson of
the Membership Committee for 2014-2015
by Grand President Bob Basuino. Thank
you to those who served alongside me as
members of the Membership Committee
this last year; Past GP Jim Jones, CC
Member Dante Galeazzi, CC Life Member
Emeritus Vince Picciola and CC Member
Emeritus Forrest Price.

Membership is the very heartbeat of our
Federation! In the upcoming year, working
closely with the Task Force Committee to
implement the newly approved Strategic
Plan, my committee and I will do everything
possible to gain and retain members to help

grow the Italian Catholic Federation. Many
assignments coming from the Strategic Plan
directly involve the Membership Committee
and I am very blessed with a committee that
has the enthusiasm, knowledge, talent,
and experience to execute these tasks and
move us forward into the future. As a new
training program is being designed, we will
have much to learn; with some trial and
error | suspect. But we will do our best to
come to your areas and visit your branches
and districts; address your concerns, work
together with your members and applaud
your many success stories. I pray that [ will
have the good fortune of meeting many of
you soon as we work towards our common
goal of ensuring the future of our beloved
organization... There is much work to be
done, but with hard work, dedication and
God on our side, anything is truly possible!

High Five!

Top five districts and areas
with increased membership:
(excluding deceased members)

Contra Costa +21
Fresno +13
Los Angeles +7
Contra Costa +5
Santa Rosa +4

Membership Stats as of
August 31, 2014:

10,447
Members as of July 1, 2013:

10,454 = 7 member loss
New: 88
Reinstated: 15
Transfer in/fout: 3
Deceased: -39
Cancelled: -66

Non-payment >12 mos.: -5

Guidelines for Toy Donations

Every year the Thalassemia program
at Children’s Hospital Oakland has a
Christmas party for approximately 200
patients and families (and gifts are also
distributed in the hospital and clinics
for children who cannot attend the
party). Please consider helping us for
the holidays by making a donation or
running a toy drive.

Due to hospital policy, fire hazard, and
the prevention of infectious disease, we
ask that all donations be brand new and
that you please adhere to the following
guidelines:

Suggested donation items:

O Infant Toys: mobiles, musical toys,
rattles, teethers

O Books for all ages — hard cover
preferred

0O Board Games for all ages: Life,
Monopoly, Clue, Sorry, Trouble,
Candyland, Chess/Checkers, Uno,
Chutes and Ladders, Simon, Trivial
Pursuit, Jenga, Taboo, Hi Ho Cheerio,

Operation, Scrabble
Barbies, baby dolls
Hand held video games
Portable CD and DVD Players
Sports equipment
Gift cards to: Target, I-Tunes,
Gap, Old Navy, Forever 21, Barnes
and Noble, Movie Theater Passes,
Starbucks, Peet’s Coffee, Jamba Juice,
See’s Candies
0 Make up kits and nail polish
a Jewelry
O Art supplies including pens,
crayons, coloring books, paper, glitter
pens, gel pens
O Art kits/craft sets

PlayDoh and modeling clay
O Toy cars, match box cars
O Model airplanes
O Lego sets
O Action figures
a
Wi
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Brio Trains
e are doing a Teen Chapter Book

and a Scissor (child size) drive for the
Painted Turtle Camp — where many of
our thalassemia patients go for a week
during the summer. They lost their
books during the fire and do not have
many teen books.

We are unable to accept the following:
O Ceramic dolls

O Clothing of any type

O Used baby blankets

0 Used toys and games — including
board games and puzzles

0 Used books

O VHSvideos

If you would like to make a donation
please contact:

Laurice Levine at 510-428-3885x 5427
or LLevine@mail.cho.org

Thank you in advance for your
generosity and support!!!

Your donation is tax deductable:
Federal Tax ID Number:

Tax ID: 94-1657474
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AROUND THE ICF

Louise Vento
Heritage Committee Member

The Convention this year in Oakland was
very enjoyable. The Heritage Committee
again had a booth in the lobby. Many use-
ful books were purchased by members. On
display were items donated by Rosemarie
Gregori that belonged to her late husband,
Ario. We showed a video of the Columbus
Day Parade in San Francisco last year and
also a video of the workshops.

On display we also had a poster of Holy

Family Church in San Jose, Branch 4. It
was torn down to make room for Highway
87.

Members were asked to write down mem-
ories of events with the ICF. We will let
you know what memories people shared
with us in upcoming issues of the Bollet-
tino.

The Heritage Committee will again have
a float at the Columbus Day Parade in San
Francisco on October 12.

Branch and District Treasurer Reports Due

Roselynne Jarrett
Grand Treasurer

Dear Treasurers,

As a reminder, the 3rd quarter reports are
due for both branches and districts. Please

have your trustees review the books dur-
ing October and submit your quarterly re-
ports to the office by November 1.

DAY NAME BR CITY WINS
9/1 Most Rev. Patrick J. McGrath San Jose, CA $100
9/2  Domenica Yonke 154  Richmond, CA $30
9/3 Janet Rosa 39 Merced, CA $30
9/4  Bob Zanoni 395  Stockton, CA $30
9/5 Gloria DeVincenzi 50 San Francisco, CA  $30
9/6  Kyle Peterson Mountlake Terrace, WA $30
9/7 Peter Favazza 36 Seaside, CA $50
9/8  Marc Teglia 7 S.S. Francisco, CA  $30
9/9 Denise Vento 391  SanJose, CA $30
9/10  Josie & Anthony Basile 326  Temple City, CA $30
9/11  The Pessagno Family 14 Crockett, CA $30
9/12  David Peoples 28 Gilroy, CA $30
9/13  Branch 290 San Francisco, CA  $30
9/14  Madeline Tucciarone Youngstown, OH $30
9/15 Dante Galeazzi Edinburgh, TX $30
9/16  Dorothy Fini 191  San Jose, CA $30
9/17  Valerio Tarabini Chowchilla, CA $30
9/18 Jean Iverson 227  Santa Cruz, CA $30
9/19  Yola Ferralis 50 San Francisco, CA  $30
9/20  Betty & Bill Burnett Crockett, CA $30
9/21  Frank Hepburn 4 San Jose, CA $50
9/22  Charlyne Pacini 135 Reno, NV $30
9/23  Dorothy Howard San Jose, CA $30
9/24  Paul Lipari 391  SanJose, CA $30
9/25 Rosemary Gabriault 39 Merced, CA $30
9/26  Geraldine Meacham 28 Gilroy, CA $30
9/27  Cathy Cavalieri 7 Millbrae, CA $30
9/28  Patrick Madej 91 San Leandro, CA $30
9/29  Fernando Teglia 33 Bakersfield, CA $30
9/30  Joseph Kelly Whittier, CA $30 |
Interested in learning more about the ICF's

National Charity, Cooley's Anemia (Thalassemia)?

If your Branch or District would like members of the Cooley's Anemia

Team at Children's Hospital Oakland to come and speak at one of your

meetings or special functions, please contact:
Laurice Levine,
Thalassemia Outreach Coordinator
(510) 428-3885 x 5427 or email: LLevine@mail.cho.org

UBS Clarifies General Fund Questions

Roselynne Jarrett
Grand Treasurer

At the convention, a question was raised
regarding our unrealized loss from the
general fund in 2013. I contacted United
Bank of Switzerland (UBS) and received
the following explanation from their rep-
resentative who is most familiar with our
accounts.

“I checked and re-checked the Dec. 2013
statement for the General Fund, what I
see is an unrealized “gain” of $11,650.02
on Page 46 of 192. You may be refer-
ring to the “Change in Market Value” of
-$11,006.85 from the end of 2012 to the
end of 2013 on the bottom right hand cor-

ner of Page 39 of 192. That value is not
unrealized loss but a change in price in the
securities in the portfolio. Security prices
go up and down for many reasons. Bid-
ding for the specific bond or similar bonds
in the market place can alter the reported
price of the securities. Change in the in-
terest environment can change the market
values of bonds. Change in credit rating
also can change the price of the bonds. The
way we navigate around those events is by
investing in high quality bonds or insured
CDs and wait until maturity to get the prin-
cipal back, thereby avoiding the loss. And,
while waiting, we are paid the appropriate
interest as income. I hope that clarifies or
answers the question.”

Monetary Donation Reminder

Roselynne Jarrett
Grand Treasurer

Dear Members,

When submitting donations to one of our
programs (Providenza, Gifts of Love,
Scholarship, Cooley's Anemia, etc). please
make the check payable to ICF or Italian
Catholic Federation. In the memo, indicate
the fund where you would like the dona-
tion directed.

Additionally, when making donations to
multiple programs, please write a separate
check for each donation as there is an in-
dividual account for each fund.

Finally, we ask that all donations be made by
check, cashier's check or money order. We
prefer to not place cash in the depository.

These simple steps will assist our office
staff in processing your donations. Thank
you for your continued support to the ICF
programs.

Grand President

continued from page 1

so much to me! Debbie has always been one
step ahead of me on projects and meetings.
She knew what I was going to ask when
the phone rang. Her positive attitude could
always be relied upon, especially during the
hard times! She is truly a blessing for the
office of Grand President.

To all my officers, and members of the
Executive Committee, your tireless hours
of hard work and all the events you
participated in made this year such a
real success. Again, thank you for your
commitment to making ICF what it is!

Jane Dianda, your support and counsel this
past year was truly appreciated. Your being
there as a mentor to assist me at any time is
greatly appreciated.

Msgr. Cardelli, no words can express
what you mean to all of our members.
Your guidance, humor and participation
at our meetings has brought great joy to
all the members of Central Council. I
am sorry we did not argue enough at our
meeting and therefore dampened a lot of
your entertainment at our meetings. Little
did I know that Msgr. just sits back and
chuckles when members get into heated
conversations at meetings.

To all the members of Central Council,
my committee chairs, and the office
staff Charlene Kramer, Patty Smith,
Michelle Feldman and Dave Rose, we ALL
appreciate you for all the outstanding work
you do for the Federation. Thank you!

Lastly, I want to thank Steve Fuentes, and
his committee, for the outstanding job in
planning and orchestrating this superb
convention.

President Theodore Roosevelt once said
“The best thing you can do is the right thing,
the next best thing you can do is the wrong
thing, the worst thing you can do is nothing.*

This philosophy was taken to heart by this
year’s Task Force Committee while they
worked so hard in putting the Strategic Plan
together. I have asked Leonard Zasoski to
continue as chair of the committee. Leonard
and the committee will now begin on the
implementation of the plan. Along with
the Task Force, Leonard will continue as
Chair of the Deputy program and will be
co-chaired with Andy Pappani.

I will be making a few changes in the
committees, most will have the same
chairperson and members as last year. I will
be appointing:

- Franklyn Lopes Jr. as Chair of the
Apostolate Charity Committee

- James Friebel as Chair of the Heritage
Committee

- Nina Malone as Chair of the Membership
Committee.

Writer John Powell stated “God sends each
person into this world with a special message
to deliver, with a special song to sing for
others, with a special act of love to bestow.
No one else can speak your message, sing
your song, or offer your act of love.” Every
member of the Italian Catholic Federation is
truly special, every one of us has something
special to share, so please do not be shy,
share your special something with your
colleagues, Branches and Districts. Do not
leave it for others to do. This Federation
belongs to each and every one of us, so go
out and spread the special message of the
ICF, sing the special songs of our members
and bestow love to everyone we come into
contact with. By doing this, everyone in our
communities will come to know about ICF,
our good works and fun events. Soon others
will want to join us in making our world a
better place for everyone.

God Bless each and every one of you, your
families and GOD BLESS THE ITALIAN
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Sir Luigi & Lady Augusta Providenza
Seminary Scholarship Fund Donations*

IN MEMORY OF: DONATED BY:

Leroy Casale Officers/Members of Br. 40
George Plante The Rodondi Family
William Nannini Yvonne Nannini

Angela Cimino Al Cimino

Officers/Members of Chicago District
Officers/Members of Br. 121

Mrs. Josephine Lucido

Helen Dianda

Officers/Members of Br. 308
Lawrence Masi

Valentino (Val) Lencioni
Valentino (Val) Lencioni
Tonno Cutino

Jacquelyn Anne Santich
Barbara Hioco

Elvira Masi

Lorraine Adams Giovanni and Nancy Corsi
Barbara Louise Hioco Antoinette and Angelo Pecora
Marge Nelson Antoinette and Angelo Pecora
Elisabetta Giacobbe Officers/Members of Br. 308
Anna Maria Ratto JoAnn and John Donivan
Emma Frassetti Gennaro and Kathy Filice
John Jeffry Officers/Members of Br. 161
GET WELL WISHES:

Tony and Lillian La Pres Donna and John Rossi

Robert Delpippo Nina Malone

Deacon Carl Kube Nina Malone

Frank Basuino Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dianda and Jane
HAPPY 90™ ANNIVERSARY:

Italian Catholic Federation Pat and Lou Mages

IN HONOR OF:

Armando Fini Officers/Members of Br. 191
Marc Padilla Susan Padilla

*Named after the co-founder of the I.C.F., the Sir Luigi and Lady Augusta
Providenza Seminary Scholarship Fund provides I.C.F. members a lasting
way to memorialize and/or extend greetings to friends, relatives, and loved
ones. Members’ donations provide scholarships to seminarians studying for
the priesthood in dioceses where the Italian Catholic Federation is located. A
monthly Mass is offered for the intention of those listed.

S9ve-The-Date

Annual Thalassemia Christmas Party
Sunday, December 14, 2012, T1:9m-2:00pm

Children's Hospital Oaklond Outpatient
Center Atrium

A2 Fifty Second St. O®akland, CA 92609

For more information plesse contact
Lourice Levine

010-2423-3380, ext. 52427 or

Cooley’s Anemia Donations

Donations received by September 10, 2014 Officers/Members of Br. 213

Branch 18 In honor of Patrick Martin
Branch 39 Anna Barberi
Branch 161 In memory of Adrianna Robba
Branch 285 Claudia Luchessa Coury
Branch 327 In memory of Adriana Robba
Branch 343 Officers/Members of Br. 28
Branch 374 In memory of Emma Frassetti
Branch 382 Louie and Pat Cordich
LA Archdiocese District BBQ In memory of Emma Frassetti
Lisa Adamson Patti Phillips
In honor of the birthday of Elise In memory of Connie Cancilla
Marsalli

Giftsof LoveDonations

Donations received by September 10, 2014 Officers/Members of Br. 191

Branch 32 In memory of Larry Perry
Branch 39 Mrs. Joanna Van Blaricom

Branch 285 Best wishes for Lorraine Spargo
Branch 327 Violette Skaggs and Family

Officers/Members of Br. 403
In memory of Rosina Alioto

Lorraine and Mike Nunziata
In honor of the wedding anniversary of
Ernie and Rose Derro

In memory of Marie Pirozzoli

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Fuentes and Steven
In memory of Anne Guerin

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Fuentes and Steven
In memory of August Marino

Scholarship Donations

Deborah Rodondi
In memory of Tito Rosas

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dianda and Jane
Get well wishes for Harold Fuentes

Donations received by September 10, 2014.
Scholarship Donations - 2nd-4th Year
Bob and Kathy Acquistapace

In memory of Robert Barbieri

Support our Seminarians By
Giving to the Providenza Fund

In Loving Memory

Report Date: 09/10/2014

GREGORY BARRAGAN  Branch 004
RICHARD DELGADILLO Branch 004
JAMES FUTRELL Branch 007
MIKE FUTRELL Branch 007
SUSAN FUTRELL Branch 007
MARGARET G HARTMANN

Branch 021
LINDA S PARRINO Branch 027
MICHAEL C PARRINO Branch 027
JULIAN ROSALES Branch 027
MARY C SACCULLO Branch 028

CATHERINE WEATHERLY Branch 032
ELIZABETH WEATHERLY Branch 032
MICHAEL WEATHERLY  Branch 032

TERESA WEATHERLY Branch 032
TERESA PETERSEN Branch 036
JOAN M MC GRATTAN  Branch 050
ANGELO BELLOMO Branch 102
LUCILA BELLOMO Branch 102
GARY CASSETTA Branch 184
JEAN CASSETTA Branch 184
ROSS CASSETTA Branch 184
JOANN LEE Branch 214
MARLENE A PIAZZA-MC CANN
Branch 214
NADINE M MATTIER Branch 215
CAROL L HAAG Branch 227
REV LUKE JAUREGUI Branch 229
PATTY LORD Branch 230
DENISE MIANO Branch 285
Branch 285

\J OHNNY MIANO

Report Date: 09/10/2014 LUIGI CESARETTI Branch 209
CHARLES SPERRAZZO
FRANCES V SILVA Branch 005 Branch 210
GENEVIEVE M GUSTINBranch 010 DONALD BONNEL Branch 227
HORACE BATTAGLIA Branch 036 JOAN S LUNDELL Branch 227
RALPH ISOLA Branch 045 SYLVIAM RAFFETTO Branch 227
VIRGIL W PETROCCHI Branch 045 JANICE HILTON Branch 291
ANNE MONTEVERDI  Branch 050 FEDORA TAORMINA  Branch 332
LORRAINE JADAMS  Branch 091 REV CLEMENT DAVENPORT
DAVE A BERTO Branch 103 Branch 351
JOHN J JEFFRY Branch 161 MARY L RIVIELLO Branch 351
ANNE GUERIN Branch 163 MARGARET NELSON  Branch 417
\AUGUST JMARINO Branch 163 DORIS REBOLLINI Branch 442
-

Benvenuti Membri Nuovi

JACK J GALLIZIO Branch 291
KATHLEEN M GALLIZIO Branch 291
MARINA T LAWYER Branch 291
PHILLIP H LAWYER Branch 291
TERESA M STEVENS Branch 351
MARGARET ] MC CARTHY

Branch 352
BRENT T CUTRO Branch 358
DIVINA MICELI Branch 358
JUDITH SCHWEICKERT  Branch 358
NICK VILLARREAL Branch 362
MARKIE DIXON Branch 367
ILONA E SPADA Branch 368
JOSEPH A SPADA Branch 368
JOSEPH ] LAROCCA Branch 374
LAURA L LAROCCA Branch 374
BARBARA E CASTELLANO

Branch 418
CARRIE L CASTELLANO Branch 418
KATHERINE M CASTELLANO

Branch 418
STEVEN R CASTELLANO Branch 418
PATRICIA A RUDOLPH Branch 435
ANTHONY P CRAVOTTA II

Branch 438
RICK STEIR Branch 438
TERESA C BOLLA Branch 442
DOMINIC R BOLLA-MORRIS

Branch 442

JACK M BOLLA-MORRIS Branch 442
JACK L MORRIS Branch 442
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Gifts of Love Gratitude)

2013-2014 Was a Good Year for Gifts of Love

Pat Mages
Gifts of Love Chairperson

Since the inception of the program,
September 1996, we have awarded more
than 625 grants on behalf of individuals,
groups and agencies. Through the Gifts
of Love Program, we have brought direct
assistance to people of Special Needs.

Through the financial support of our Italian
Catholic Federation membership, we have
received $451,127 and granted $402,130
awards for 18 years. This year, more than
$39,000 non-tuition based grants were
awarded to special needs individuals,
programs and agencies. The Deaf Program
with the Diocese of San Jose has received
$18,494 in donations and awarded $16,987
since its founding in 2009.

The Gifts of Love program disperses every
cent received directly to the needs of persons
with disabilities in our communities. The
Gifts of Love program is another example
of the Italian Catholic Federation members’
dedication to serve those in need.

This year I am proud to share that the
program’s committee has expanded. The
quarterly meetings have successfully
taken place in several different areas of
California. Hopefully, in the near future,
all members will be able to participate if
they so choose. The committee members are
from the Los Angeles/Orange, Sacramento
and Oakland/San Jose areas.

On behalf of the Gifts of Love Committee,
I want to convey our appreciation of the
support you have given.

I want to thank the 2013-2014 Committee.
Your dedication, caring and understanding

has helped to make a difference in more
than 300 special people’s/families’ lives!

Honorary Chairperson: *Albert M. Teglia;
Chairperson: *Patricia Mages; C.C.
Members: *Jim Friebel; & *Michael
Cannady; Members-At-Large: *Bob &
Elaine Osorio

Additional Members:

*Fran Foglia-Teglia; *Roselynne Jarrett;
*Jerry Delfino; *Joan Delfino; *Virginia
Fuentes; *Harold Fuentes; * Aldine Grisenti;
*Maryanne Friebel; *Nina Malone;
*Natalie Malone; *Deidre Burke; *Rose
Letson; *Carol Marcucci; *Lou Marcucci,
*Kay Alfano; *Darlene Cochran; *Theresa
Shaw; *Tad Shaw; *Stephanie Hardy and
*Lou Mages; Ex-Officio: *Robert Basuino;
*Leonard Zasoski

The next Gifts of Love meeting will be
either late October or early November.
The committee will continue to meet in
different areas of California. However, as I
have mentioned before, if you’re interested
in being a part of this committee and live
in another state, we will work out a way
for participation i.e. conference call. The
committee meets 4 times a year usually
on a Saturday for about 4 to 5 hours and
the best part you will ‘meet,” through the
applications, some amazing people and
families. And, as always, I encourage you
to look around in your family, branch and
community for those who may benefit
from the Gifts of Love. The most recent
application (non-tuition based) can be
downloaded from the ICF website. To
volunteer contact me, Pat Mages, directly
either at (805) 428-4623 or by email: pat.

lou.mages@gmail.com. Thank you.

Giﬁ‘s of Love Convention Donations

Branch 4
Branch 7
Branch 33
Branch 48
Branch 108
Branch 127
Branch 139
Branch 169
Branch 184
Branch 229
Branch 281
Branch 290
Branch 291
Branch 308
Branch 332

Branch 380
Branch 390
Branch 395
Branch 413
Branch 425
Branch 428
Branch 438
Branch 439
Branch 441
Los Angeles Archdiocese District
The Antonowicz Family Open House
Marian Zasoski - In Memory of Leonard
Zasoski
Grand Total: $8,577.41

Cooley’s Corner

Submitted By:
Laurice Levine, MA, CCLS
Senior Thalassemia Outreach Coordinator

D ear Grand President Bob Basuino,
Apostolate Chairman Jim Acitelli, Members
of the Central Council, Branch Presidents,
Members of the Italian Catholic Federation,
and ICF Staff:

We would like to extend our most sincere
gratitude for once again nominating The
Cooley’s Anemia (Thalassemia) Program
at UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital -
Oakland as your national charity and for
your generous gift of $65,000. Jim Acitelli
presented us with an additional $10,000 that
Nettie Descalso-Del Nero acquired from the
Kemp Trust, making this year’s contribution
a total of $75,000. Amazing!

The impact that the ICF makes on our
program is astounding. The majority of ICF
funds go towards medical research and the
upkeep of advanced medical equipment.
The ICF also supports uncompensated
patient care and special events. The ICF
is an exemplary organization and we are
grateful for your ongoing investment
in our program. We appreciate the hard
work, time, and creativity that you put into
the fundraising you do on our behalf. We
feel incredibly blessed for your continual
support and tireless dedication.

We truly enjoyed the 84" Annual National
Convention in Oakland. It was an honor

to give some of the members a tour of the
hospital on Friday afternoon and the success
of the blood drive is growing each year
which is incredibly exciting. We always
enjoy socializing at the Saturday banquet
and catching up with friends. Thank you
for your kindness and hospitality.

As you know, community outreach is
a priority for us and an integral part of
our mission. Therefore, if your branch is
interested in learning more about Cooley’s
Anemia and our program at Children’s
Hospital, Oakland, I would be happy to
speak at one of your meetings or events.
My goal is to eventually visit each and
every ICF Branch (regardless of the size —
I will gladly visit 5 members or 500) and
I am hopeful that you can help me make
this dream a reality. Please contact Laurice
Levine at (360) 860-2023, or, LLevine@
mail.cho.org to make arrangements. Also,
please mark your calendars for Sunday,
December 14 from 1lam-2pm for our
annual Christmas Party. We hope you and
your loved ones can join us for an afternoon
of merriment.

Thank you again for your generosity, for
touching the lives of so many people, and
for making this world a better place to live.
Sincerely,

Laurice Levine, MA, CCLS

Senior Thalassemia Outreach Coordinator

Elliott Vichinsky, MD
Director, Hematology/Oncology

NewName—Same Great Hospital

The past few years there have been talks
of Children’s Hospital Research Center
Oakland and UCSF Benioff Children’s
Hospital merging to further collaborative
efforts in conducting medical research and
quality care to pediatric patients and this
process finally came to fruition this past
year. In recognition of the two hospitals’
affiliation, on January 1, 2014, Children’s
Hospital Oakland was named UCSF
Benioff Children’s Hospital Oakland, and
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital was
named UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital
San Francisco. Together, the hospitals are
named UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospitals.

¥ Y X

UCSE Benioff Children's Hospital
Oakland

Lynne and Marc Benioff donated $100
million to Children’s Hospital Oakland and
several years ago had done the same for
UCSF Children’s.

For more information on the merger and the
Benioffs please refer to:

http://www.childrenshospitaloakland.org/
main/news/236.aspx

Cooleyic Anemia Convention Donations

Branch 4
Branch 7
Branch 12
Branch 27
Branch 33
Branch 48
Branch 127
Branch 139
Branch 169
Branch 184
Branch 218
Branch 229
Branch 230
Branch 237
Branch 281
Branch 290
Branch 291
Branch 308
Branch 326

Branch 332

Branch 354

Branch 367

Branch 379

Branch 380

Branch 390

Branch 395

Branch 406

Branch 413

Branch 425

Branch 428

Branch 438

Branch 439

Branch 441

Maria Abate-Gerardi

Fred and Geraldine DeRienzo

Grand Total: $14,785.00
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BOOK REVIEW

Playing for Pizza
John Grisham

Doubleday, 2007. 262 pp.

With the beginning of football season,
I thought it would be good to review this
classic tale of football in Italy.

Known for his legal thrillers,
John Grisham makes a departure
for this novel about American
football in Italy, Playing for
Pizza. Football in Italy? Yes.
There’s even a Super Bowl.

The book begins in the United
States as Rick Dockery, a third
string quarterback for the
Cleveland Browns, has blown
his team’s chance to play in
the Super Bowl, by throwing
three interceptions in the closing minutes
of the AFC championship game. Besides
being harassed by the press and fans, Rick,
after being cut by the Browns, can’t find a
job in the United States. His agent, ever
opportunistic, finds him a position playing
quarterback for the Parma Panthers of the
Italian National Football League.

The Parma Panthers belong to a league
in which most of the players compete for
free and the average attendance is only
a thousand fans or so. The Panthers play
on a rugby field and, as their head coach
notes, “on the sports page we go last, after
swimming and motor biking.” While most
of Parma may not be cheering for the
Panthers, the players take the game very
seriously and are determined to beat the
powerhouse Bergamo Lions and win the
Italian Super Bowl.

Grisham draws Rick as a stereotypical
pro-football player, shallow, womanizing,
and self-centered. He only agrees to play
in Italy because after a lackluster career
and the disaster for the Browns, he really
has no other options if he wants to play
professional football. It also gives him a
chance to flee the United States press that
has placed him on the “All-Time Goat List:”

fans who want to harass him, and a paternity
case against him. It seems to be how Rick
deals with everything: run and escape.
However, as the novel progresses, Rick
matures and develops, making decisions
at the end of the novel that have more to
do with commitment and loyalty than self-
interest.

Grisham develops Rick’s teammates and
other characters as little more than lovable
stereotypes. There’s the brute of a fullback,
who can lumber for a gain, but who has
the tendency to fumble. There is the prima
donna wide receiver, who walks off the
field in the middle of the game. There
is the female opera singer with personal
troubles and the American female college
student who cannot find direction in
her life. In almost every case,
the characters do something
to redeem themselves. For
instance, Fabrizio, the wide
receiver, ends up becoming
more committed to team play
and makes a game winning
touchdown in the final game.
In fact, the whole novel, while
slight and light-hearted, reads
as a redemption novel in which
each character redeems him or
herself for some past failure or personal
weakness.

However, the reader should not expect
anything too deep from this brief novel.
It mostly reads as Grisham’s love letter to
Italy as he writes about its cities, culture,
and culinary delights, and even in this, it
provides a tourist’s eye view of the country.
There isn’t too much history here or much
social commentary. As a talented writer,
Grisham writes detailed description clearly
and keeps the plot moving, so the reader
should find this an entertaining novel.

Grisham bases this novel on his experiences
in Italy while researching for his novel
The Broker. While there, he came across
an Italian-American-style football league.
As he notes in the afterward, there really
is a Parma Panther team and the novel,
while fictional, is a “reasonably accurate”
description of the NFL of Italy.

While not a typical Grisham novel, this
book would make a nice gift for a father
or grandfather who enjoys football or for
anyone who wants a breezy, light read on
a fall afternoon.

Instructions for Obtaining a Daily/
Special Temporary Liquor License

Franklyn Lopes
Central Council Grand Trustee

You must fill out an ABC-221 form for
any event that your branch holds that will
include the sale of alcohol.

Form ABC-221 must be submitted to the
local ABC District Office which has juris-
diction over the event location.

The form needs to be received, at your
branch, within 10 days of the event.

Police Department approval may be re-
quired if your branch is hosting a large
number of people, a casino night is held,

or it's the first time an event is being held
at the location.

If conducting the event on church prop-
erty, you must obtain the signature of the
business manager of the church, or who-
ever else may be in charge.

If conducting a raffle in which wine or liquor
will be included in a basket or other gift item,
a $100.00 Special Temporary License will
be needed. This special license can be found
in Section C on the ABC-221 form.

For any other questions you may have,
please contact Franklyn Lopes at
(831) 464-7570.

L.a Celebrazione di Gioventu --

The Celebration of Youth

Celebrating Christopher Columbus
Submitted by Roselynne Jarrett

Grand Treasurer

Christopher Columbus

In fourteen hundred and ninety-two.
Columbus sailed the ocean blue.
He took three ships with him, too.

And called aboard his faithful crew.
Mighty. strong and brave was he
As he sailed across the open sea.
Some people still thought the world was flat!
Can you even imagine that?

Columbus Day Activity Sheet

Columbus Day has been a U.S. National Holiday since 1937. Columbus Day honors the arrival of
Christopher Columbus to the new world on October 12, 1492
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Convention

continued from page 1

Cardelli welcomed everyone to the Con-
vention and expressed his enthusiasm over
the upcoming weekend.

Life Member of the Central Council Nina
Malone performed both the Italian and Na-
tional Anthems. Those in attendance also
received a treat as the color guard was a
local cub scout group. They did a great job
with the presentation of colors.

Receiving a warm welcome, Grand Presi-
dent Bob Basuino walked down the main
aisle to the theme song to “The God Fa-
ther,” courtesy of CC Member Vince Piro
who was in charge of background music
for the evening.

President of the East Bay District, Patricia
Pasquinelli welcomed everyone to Oak-
land and presented a gift from the district
to Grand President Basuino.

Grand President Basuino continued by
welcoming one and all to the Convention
in the pursuit of new ideas to share with
each member and delegate’s branches
back home.

During the Roll Call of the Districts, a repre-
sentative from each district processed down
the aisle carrying a board with the name of
the district on it, and carrying a torch. They
then handed the torch to a young member
of the ICF, and each placed their item at the
stage. This tied together the past and the fu-
ture of the Italian Catholic Federation.

Another highlight of the Opening Cer-
emonies was the presentation of the Grand
President’s Award. This year, Grand Presi-
dent Basuino paid tribute to a woman
who is well known throughout much of
the Federation as the President of Branch
36, Monterey, the largest branch within
the ICF. Elizabeth Grammatico not only
epitomizes dedication to the ICF and her
branch, but to the people in her commu-
nity, and more importantly, to her family.

Friday Activities, Opening

She is a strong leader, devout Catholic,
and an amazing baby-sitter.

As per tradition and for the fun of those in
attendance, the Central Council candidates
were waiting to meet the delegates and
members in attendance during, “Meet the
Candidates.” Everyone was then invited to
attend the candidates’ hospitality rooms. A
special treat were the five seminarians in
attendance, who didn’t miss a room and

continued on page 15
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