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Grand President’s
Monthly Message

Celebrating Bishops’ 
Days Around the ICF

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The holiday season is fast approaching, 
with Thanksgiving right around the corner.  
My dear friends, I am so thankful to 
you, the members of 
the Italian Catholic 
Federation. I am, as 
always, in awe of 
the work and service 
you provide for the 
church and the spirit 
of love you display 
for those in need.   
Please know, that 
whatever role you 
play in your branch, 
you are there to make 
a difference, and you are the reason we are 
successful.

These days it seems to me that the many 
societies in our world have lost site of 
the importance and meaning of  “family.”   
This is very hard for me to perceive. So 
during this holiday season and as always, 
I am especially thankful for my amazing 
parents, Sir Robert & Theresa Dianda and 
my siblings, Joe, Donna, Lou and Judy and 
their families.      

During the past month, branches and 
districts should have elected their officers 
for the coming year.  With that in mind, now 
comes the task of planning the programs 
and events that best meet the needs of our 
members. I encourage all of you to try 
something new in an attempt to find what 
will work best for your branch. All attempts 
at improvement take time, careful study, and 
a willingness to understand that change is 
necessary. While many of us struggle to 
resist change, it has now become urgent.   

Our founders envisioned an Italian Catholic 
family organization that would embrace the 
life of each member through the dedication 
to church and heritage. Today we invite all 
Catholics to join us, and believe that all 
Catholics who do so are Italian. As you 
know, there are three kinds of Italians:  
Those who are born Italian, those who 
marry Italians and those who choose to be 
Italians.

Thank you and my warmest wishes to you 
and your families this upcoming holiday 
season.

Jane Dianda
Grand President

San Pedro Branch 115 
was given a certificate of 
appreciation in recognition 
of outstanding citizenship 
and activities enhancing 
community betterment in 
the City of Los Angeles.
The award was presented 
by Los Angeles Councilman 
Joe Buscaino on October 
2, 2012 at City Hall kicking 
off the celebration of Italian 
Heritage Month. Members 
present (L-R) Marianna 
Costa-Bradford, Anna Di 
Leva, Councilman Joe Buscaino, Branch 115 President Neal Di Leva, Frank and Lena 
Amalfitano and L.A. District President Carmelo Sabatella.  

O r a n g e  D i s t r i c t 
members celebrated the 
Bishop’s Banquet with 
Grand President Jane 
Dianda. (l-r) Maria Di 
Paolo, Jane Dianda, 
Sam Dif i l ippo, Frank 
Giannantonio,   Joyce 
French, Deidre Burke, 
Fabiola Di Paolo, Chuck 
Mazza and Joe DiGrado.

Celebrating Bishop’s 
Day in the San 
Bernardino District 
were Grand 2nd Vice 
President Leonard 
Zasoski, Bishop 
Ritillio, members 
of Branch 210 and 
Branch Chaplain Fr. 
Guillermo Martinez.

Leonard Zasoski, Jr.
Chairman Task Force Committee
 The Task Force Committee has been 
assigned by Grand President Jane Dianda 
to the task of implementing a strategic plan 
for the Federation.  Over the course of the 
next several months the committee will 
be meeting with companies or individuals 
who have experience in preparing strategic 
plans for religious and/or non-profit 
organizations.  Each month in the Bollettino 
there will be an update of where we are in 
the process and what the committee will 
be working on in the following months.  
There are several steps to be taken so that 
we can achieve the best plan possible for 
the Federation.

Quarterly Treasurer’s 
Report Now Available  
in Excel Format
RoselynneJarrett
Grand Trustee
B ranch and District Treasurers are 
encouraged to prepare their quarterly 
reports using Excel. This easy to use format 
allows you to enter your debits and credits 
without the use of a pencil and calculator. 
Excel does the math for you! Once your 
report is complete, print and send to the ICF 
Office with your current per capita report.
The handwritten report is still available. 
Either method of preparing and filing will 
be accepted. Please visit  www.icf.org  to 
begin using the Excel Treasurer’s Report. 
It can be found in the Members Area. 
A sample can be seen on page 7.
As a reminder, your quarter 3 report is now 
due. Thank you!

Fall around the Italian Catholic Federation 
is rich with the colors, sights and smells of 
the season, but it is truly a rewarding time 
as many districts celebrate Bishop’s Day 
with the bishops, clergy and seminarians 
in their areas.

Task Force Committee 
Looks Into Future of ICF

Congratulations Br. 115!

Bishop McGrath, Grand President Jane Dianda, Father John Poncini, Father George 
Aranha, and Father Bob Moran, our 2012 Mother Teresa Award recipient, welcome 14 
Seminarians to Santa Clara Valley’s 2012 Bishop’s Day.

Many ICF members and Central Council 
members have been busy organizing and 
traveling to these special events. Without all 
of its members, the ICF would not be able to 
carry on this program. Congratulations one 
and all on another successful year!

http://www.icf.org/
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Back to the Future
Monsignor Daniel Cardelli
ICF Spiritual Director 
ICFspiritDir@aol.com
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 High Five!
Top 5 Districts/Areas with increased 
membership. (Deceased members are 
not factored into these stats).

Blessed Sacrament 	 +46
Contra Costa 		  +18
San Diego 		  +13
Los Angeles 		  +11
Central Coast 		  +9

Congratulations to the following dis-
tricts/areas who also have increased 
membership: Santa Barbara-Ventura, 
Chicago, Fresno, East Bay, Orange, San 
Gabriel, Reno and Stockton.

Membership Stats as of 
July 2012 -- 11,212

	 New: 		  210
	 Reinstated: 		  6
	 Transfer in/out: 	 1
	 Cancelled: 		  136
	 Non-payment: 	 6
	 Deceased: 		  58

	 Members as of 10/01/12: 11,228

Note: There are currently 497 members 
that are past due. Please follow-up with 
any members who are not current with 
their dues and encourage retention.

2012 Bishops’ Days:
Nov. 18	 Los Angeles
				  San Diego
Dec. 2	 Reno

2013 District Installations:
Jan. 5		 Santa Clara Valley
Jan. 6		 Stockton
Jan. 13	 San Francisco
Jan. 14	 Blessed Sacrament
				  Tucson
Jan. 19	 San Mateo
Jan. 20	 East Bay
				  Los Angeles
Jan. 25	 Phoenix
Jan. 26	 San Gabriel Valley
Jan. 27	 Contra Costa
				  San Diego
				  Santa Rosa
Feb. 2	 Central Coast
				  Tucson
Feb. 12	 Las Vegas

2013 Bishops’ Days:
Jan. 25	 Phoenix
Feb. 2	 Tucson
Mar. 17	 Stockton
April 8	 San Francisco (San 
Francisco, San Mateo & Marin)

Upcoming Events

Luigi Providenza and Father Albert 
Bandini pioneered the Italian Catholic 
Federation in San Francisco in 1924. They 
wanted to help keep the Italian immigrants 
close to the church and close to God. After 
several failed attempts, they were able to 
gather a dozen or so men and women at the 
Church of the Immaculate Conception in 
San Francisco for their first formal meeting. 

Because the Italian immigrants new to the 
United States did not know the language 
or the culture of their new country, the ICF 
was the glue that kept them from losing 
their faith and connection to the Church. 
The ICF accomplished this goal throughout 
the years by fostering a close relationship 
to God through participation in local parish 
churches. The Italian immigrants eventually 
melted into the American culture, language, 
and traditions. Italians became Italian-
Americans. The organization grew, and 
eventually the focus matured to include 
works of charity while at the same time 

retaining its identity with Italian heritage, 
language and especially the Italian cuisine. 
The ICF is now an outreach organization 
open to all Catholics (and non-Catholic 
spouses of members) from any nationality 
or race. There are members and grand 
officers with names such as Jones, Cannady, 
O’Brien, Collopy, Zasoski, Jarrett, Lopes, 
Friebel, Mages, Farber, Levine, Candy, 
Kilcullen, and Helfand. Some of these 
members are Italians married to non-Italians 
and some have an Italian connection, an 
Italian spouse or relative. The ICF is also 
a family-oriented organization where 
children are members and welcome at 
all events. The emphasis is on Catholics 
spreading the gospel and helping those in 
need. Like any organization, it has by-laws 
and procedures to maintain continuity and 
unity. 

Each year the ICF gathers for a convention, 
always over the Labor Day weekend. The 
venue varies each year. The outreaches 
are many. The major charity is supporting 
research for Cooley’s anemia (Thalassemia.) 
Other outreaches are helping those with 
special needs, scholarship awards, education 

and training of seminarians, blood donor 
programs, and many more. ICF Branches 
also support pastors and parishes in their 
areas. Pastors can always depend upon them 
to help with any parish project or needs.

The ICF is evolving into an ever-expanding 
charitable group that looks toward service 
to those in need and spiritual growth among 
its members. The future of the ICF will be 
prominent and exciting as it welcomes all 
Catholic as members. It is and will continue 
to be a significant contributing organization 
to Faith, Charity, and Culture.

Take Part in a Membership Survey
By: Roselynne Jarrett, Membership Chairperson

The membership committee invites 
branches and members to participate 
in a survey. Three surveys have been 
established. One for branches, one for 
members and one for outgoing members. 

Branch Survey
Last conducted in 2007, this survey asks 
branches to share their techniques to recruit 
members and activities/programs available 
to keep members active. Retention is also 
highlighted.

Member Survey
This anonymous-optional survey focuses on 
member participation. What programs do 
you take part in? Is the ICF an organization 
you would recommend to others? Does your 
spouse, children or other family members 
belong to the organization with you? Please 
share your ICF experience with us.
 

Exit Survey for Outgoing Members 
We don’t want to say farewell to our 
members, but when we do, let’s find out 
why they left. Membership Chairpersons 
will be asked to send this short, anonymous-
optional survey to members who cancel. 
The goal of the survey is to determine why 
the member cancelled, what the member 
enjoyed about the ICF and offer feedback 
on how the branch or organization could 
improve.

Each of the three surveys are now available 
on our website, www.icf.org and will be 
mailed to the branch presidents in the next 
quarterly mailing. After completing the 
survey, please submit to the Membership 
Committee in one of three ways:

•Email an attachment to 
  membership@icf.org 
•Fax to the ICF Office: (510) 633-9758
•Mail to the ICF Office: 
 8393 Capwell Drive, Suite 110, 
 Oakland CA 94621

We thank you for participating in this survey. 
Your responses will help the committee and 
the Central Council learn more about what 
is working well and where we can make 
improvements. Your feedback is of great 
value. If you have questions, please contact 
membership chairperson, Roselynne Jarrett, 
at the above email address or by calling 
(925) 957-0269. Thank you!

Great Idea
Former ICF First Lady, Diana Baci-
galupi, recently promoted the ICF at 
her parish’s ministry/organization fair. 
She observed that another organiza-
tion had a donated autographed item 
from the San Francisco 49ers that 
would be raffled off to a person whose 
name and contact information was 
provided. Needless to say, the organi-
zation collected several contacts that 
day and will encourage membership 
to those individuals.
Consider raffling an item to  
prospective members at your next  
membership drive.

Things to Ponder
“If the only prayer 

you said in your 
whole life was, 

‘Thank you,’ that 
would suffice.” 

-Meister Eckhartnedy

Heritage Around the ICF

october CALENDAr WINNERS
DAY	 NAME	 BR	 CITY	 WINS
10/1	 David & Mary Tomlinson		  Hollister, CA	 $30
10/2	 Ines Massetani	 38	 San Francisco, CA	 $30
10/3	 Therese Calgaro	 290	 San Francisco, CA	 $30
10/4	 Cathleen Pope	 358	 Oak Brook, IL	 $30
10/5	 Isabella Martinelli	 392	 Elmwood Park, IL	 $30
10/6	 Patricia McNeal	 21	 Santa Cruz, CA	 $30
10/7	 Bernard Paradiso	 31	 Los Banos, CA	 $30
10/8	 Louisa Russo	 241	 West Covina, CA	 $100
10/9	 Aldine Grisenti	 191	 San Jose, CA	 $30
10/10	 Nicholas Ruiseco		  Palm Beach Gardens, FL	 $30
10/11	 Geri Kauffman		  Bakersfield, CA	 $30
10/12	 Rose Mussotto	 39	 Merced, CA	 $30
10/13	 Rosalind Bortolin	 163	 San Mateo, CA	 $30
10/14	 Michael P. Santich		  Los Gatos, CA	 $30
10/15	 Marisa Luchini	 419	 Sacramento, CA	 $30
10/16	 Nancy Telliano	 135	 Reno, NV	 $30
10/17	 John & Stephanie Rossi		  San Jose, CA	 $30
10/18	 Robin Spohr	 28	 Gilroy, CA	 $30
10/19	 Roland &Katherine Codiga	28	 Fish Camp, CA	 $30
10/20	 Prudence Price	 261	 San Diego, CA	 $30
10/21	 Mr. & Mrs. Daryl Dorn		  Alameda, CA	 $30
10/22	 Thomas J. Silvaggio	 48	 Modesto, CA	 $50
10/23	 Elaine & Bob Cardelli		  San Mateo, CA	 $30
10/24	 Manny Valle	 367	 Las Vegas, NV	 $30
10/25	 Phyllis Rybensky	 161	 Corte Madera, CA	 $30
10/26	 Karen Rossi	 343	 Castro Valley, CA	 $30
10/27	 Larry Larson	 266	 Yuba City, CA	 $30
10/28	 Irene Troiano	 303	 Cathedral City, CA	 $30
10/29	 Emanuel La Torre	 393	 San Clemente, CA	 $30
10/30	 Branch 210		  Fontana, CA	 $30
10/31	 Ray Lesti		  El Sobrante, CA	 $50
  SEE THESE FIRST ON OUR WEB SITE: ICF.ORG

Louise Vento
Heritage Committee

Did you know the fishermen who live on 
the islands around Italy fish at night?  They 
row off shore at night and use gas lamps 
(lampara) attached to the sterns of their 
boats to attract their catches of anchovies 
and larger fish into their nets. In the early 
morning the fishermen shakes out his nets, 
which hold his catch of fish and shrimp.  At 
sunset, some fisherman row into shallow 
water and wait for the larger fish to appear in 
the light of the lampara.  They let down nets 
and grab the big fish with a 12-foot nine-
pronged spear. This process of catching fish 
has been done this way for centuries.

Did you know St. Anthony was not Italian, 
he was Portuguese?  He is entombed in the 
Basilica Di San Antonio in Padua, Italy.  
The outside of the Basilica looks like a 
small version of St. Mark’s in Venice.  
When entering you notice the absolute 
silence. You will see many different 
artworks on the walls including Donatello’s 
bronze relief. By custom, visitors process 
around the back of the tomb and touch the 

dark slab of stone near the saint’s body.  
Many leave a thank  you note or picture 
for a miracle received or pray and ask for 
a miracle.  Even if you are not a religious 
person you will be moved by your visit to 
St. Anthony’s  Basilica.   St. Anthony is 
the patron saint of lost souls.  Whenever I 
misplace something I pray to St. Anthony 
and he helps me find whatever I have lost.   

Scholarship Focus
Dante Dianda

Dante Dianda
San Jose State University
Spartans
An ICF scholarship recipient for 2012,  
Dante Robert Dianda is 
attending San Jose State 
University. He writes, 
“I picked San Jose State 
University because it has 
an excellent computer 
engineering program. It 
also is conveniently located 
in Silicon Valley the best 
place to be when looking for 
internships.” 

Dante is majoring in 
Computer Engineering 
because he has  always loved 
technology and growing up 
it has been a hobby of his. 
He states that “I now want 

to make my hobby into a career. This will 
allow me to love my job and will allow me 
to be more passionate about my work. “
He is very appreciative of his scholarship 
from the ICF. He recently stated, “I would 
like to thank the ICF for granting me a 
scholarship. The IFC scholarship allows 

me to be able to pay for my 
college and allows me to 
pay for the eduction which 
I need to help me achieve 
my goal of graduating with 
my Bachelors in Computer 
Engineering.” 

Dante is also anticipating 
meeting many new people 
and making new friends at 
college.

Dante is a member of the 
Dianda family of the ICF 
and is a cousin of Grand 
President Jane Dianda.

CC Corner
Lisa Crudo

A t the recent Convention in Reno, 
Nevada, Lisa Crudo from Branch 343, Our 
Lady of Grace in Castro Valley, California, 
was elected to the Central Council. 

Lisa Crudo was born on October 26 in 
Denver, Colorado at Fitzsimmons Army 
hospital to Dr. Frank and Rosalind Crudo. 

Lisa is the youngest of five children. She 
has a sister Toni and brothers Stephen, 
David and Brian. Unfortunately her brother 
Stephen passed away in 2008.

Lisa has a BA from Holy Names University, 
and a MS degree in Clinical Psychology 
from Cal State Bakersfield. She currently is 
the department clerk in pediatrics at Kaiser 
Hayward and the ADHD coordinator/
facilitator in the departments of Pediatrics 
and Child Psychiatry.

Lisa was married in 1982 at Our Lady of 
Grace in Castro Valley. She was married 
for 20 years, but unfortunately the marriage 
ended in divorce. She has four wonderful 
children: Michael 28, Laura 25, Marin 
22, and Damien 18. She also has an 
almost daughter-in-law Rita, a son-in-
law Matt, and her beautiful 9-month old 
granddaughter Natalie.

Lisa joined the ICF on September 8, 1981.

“I joined because I had been hearing so 
much about the Federation from my parents 
who were charter members of Branch 343. 
They joined in 1979. They encouraged me 

to join and I have been active ever since. 
Several other members of my family are 
also ICF members.”

For her branch, Lisa has been branch 
treasurer, which she did for several years, 
and is currently branch president, which 
she has served for a few years. She has also 
served as the second and first vice president 
and president of the East Bay District. She 
is the current past-president of the district.

Welcome to the Central Council Lisa!
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Sir Luigi & Lady Augusta Providenza 
Seminary Scholarship Fund Donations*

IN MEMORY OF:		  DONATED BY:

Irma Genini				    Officers/Members of Br. 308
Ray Badilla				    Officers/Members of Br. 408
Ralph Del Sarto				   Officers/Members of Br. 161
Joyce Barlotti Shriwise			   Joan Bennet
Joyce Barlotti Shriwise			   Nina Malone
Lidia Vivola				    Franklyn Lopes, Jr.
Joyce Barlotti Shriwise			   Franklyn Lopes, Jr.
Richard Cisi				    Russell and Louise Vento
Irma Genini				    Jim Cardella
Joe Garbarino, Sr.			   Romolo and Lorraine Iavarone
Memmo Schenone			   Romolo and Lorraine Iavarone
Thomas Francis Taylor			   Officers/Members of Br. 408
Marie Lamanno				   Officers/Members of Br. 45
Domenick Stefani			   Officers/Members of Br. 45
Joseph Fuentes				    Officers/Members of Br. 342
Larry DiTano				    Julie and Chuck Boccone

GET WELL WISHES:
Norma Damozonio			   Officers/Members of Br. 91
Rich Graham				    Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Dianda
Rich Graham				    The Dianda Family
Bob Dianda				    Giovanni and Nancy Corsi /
								      Art and Lorraine Fricke
Norma Damozonio			   Giovanni and Nancy Corsi
Norma Damozonio			   Officers/Members of 
								      East Bay District
Holly Raineri				    Officers/Members of Br. 343

IN HONOR OF A SAFE RETURN FROM AFGHANISTAN:
Marine Sergeant Emilio A. Galeazzi	 Zio Dante and Zia Julie Galeazzi

HAPPY 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY:
Paul and Jacque Butler			   Lorraine and Mike Nunziata

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:
Mrs. Diana Bacigalupi			   Leonard and Karen Rossi

HAPPY 75TH BIRTHDAY:
Mrs. Giulia Gallego			   Ms. Rosemarie Martin

HAPPY 85TH BIRTHDAY:
Bea Bianco				    Giovanni and Nancy Corsi /
								      Art and Lorraine Fricke

*Named after the co-founder of the I.C.F., the Sir Luigi and Lady Augusta Providenza 
Seminary Scholarship Fund provides I.C.F. members a lasting way to memorialize 
and/or extend greetings to friends, relatives, and loved ones.  Members’ donations 
provide scholarships to seminarians studying for the priesthood in dioceses where the 
Italian Catholic Federation is located.  A monthly Mass is offered for the intention 
of those listed.

In Loving Memory
Report Date: 10/12/2012

FRANK M GRAZIANI	 Branch 006
CAMILLE SERAFIN	 Branch 028
ELIZABETH L MURPHY		
						    Branch 036
GEMMA ROSSI		 Branch 038
RICHARD A RAINOLDI 	Branch 039
MARIO PROMANI	 Branch 040
MARIE LAMANNO	 Branch 045
DOMENICK STEFANI	 Branch 045
FRANCES A CERVELLI	 Branch 050

FLORENCE COSENTINO		
						    Branch 054
MARJORIE SPEDOWFSKI 		
						    Branch 091
FRANCESCO OROFINO			
						    Branch 111
GINO LAURO		  Branch 115
IDA MARIE RYDZ	 Branch 145
FRED E SEVERO	 Branch 380
RICHARD J CISI	 Branch 391

Happy 
Thanksgiving

Cooley’s Anemia Donations

Donations received to the ICF Office by 
October 15, 2012.
Branch 4
Branch 4
Branch 18
Branch 21
Branch 230
Branch 261
Santa Clara Valley District
Marlene A. Filice
	 In memory of Lucky Barroza
Eleanor Frusetta
	 In memory of Jennie Filice
Eleanor Frusetta
	 In memory of Mary Pirozzoli

Marlene A. Filice
	 In memory of Jennie Filice
Anna Barberi
	 In memory of Jennie Filice
Officers/Members of Br. 28
	 In memory of June Brown
Johanna Tacci
	 In honor of the 75th birthday of Giulia 
Gallego
Officers/Members of Br. 28
	 In memory of Camille Serafin
Pat and Louis Cordich
	 In memory of Camille Serafin

Benvenuti Membri Nuovi
Report Date: 10/12/2012

ANTONIA IHNOT		 Branch 036
CLAUDIA M SHERIDAN	 Branch 108
LINDA M CORDONI	 Branch 127
JOANNE F PETRE	 Branch 135
AMANDA BORRIES	 Branch 161
LAURA M FRANCESCHI	 Branch 161
HANK INGWERSEN	 Branch 161
LINDA M DAVI-PAGAMO	 Branch 173
GLORIA METZLER	 Branch 173
CASSANDRA HORBERT 	Branch 195
GARY A MORO		  Branch 227
JOANN BROWN		  Branch 229
MICHAEL E BROWN	 Branch 229
AMAYA A CESPEDES	 Branch 229
ARGELIA CESPEDES	 Branch 229
EDWIN A CESPEDES	 Branch 229
SOPHIA A CESPEDES	 Branch 229
BENJAMIN A DISHON	 Branch 229
ERICA K DISHON	 Branch 229
MARGARET E DISHON	 Branch 229
EVA D REYNOSO	 Branch 229
EVA M REYNOSO	 Branch 229
GUSTAVO REYNOSO	 Branch 229
GUSTAVO A REYNOSO	 Branch 229
JOAQUIN A REYNOSO	 Branch 229
MARK D SNYDER	 Branch 229
MICHELE C SNYDER	 Branch 229
MARIA T TOLLEFSON	 Branch 229
LARRY HOSLER		 Branch 281
THERESA O’HANLON	 Branch 281
SHEILA VARGAS		 Branch 281
PATTI SANTILLO		 Branch 317
MARY POMINVILLE	 Branch 343
SYLVIA SMITH		  Branch 343
BETTY VIETTI-PATERSON		
			   Branch 343
KRISTINA EUBANKS	 Branch 352
LISETTE EUBANKS	 Branch 352
ELAINE SYREK		  Branch 358
THERESA BOND		 Branch 380
KATHY CARTER		 Branch 380
LILLIAN FOX		  Branch 380
TONY M MIAN		  Branch 380
PHILIP M QUALDIERI	 Branch 380
ROSE M QUALDIERI	 Branch 380
ANGELA RICHARDS	 Branch 380
KAELA RICHARDS	 Branch 380
DALE RUSHTON		 Branch 380
TERRY RUSHTON	 Branch 380
ANNIE SCOTT		  Branch 380
MARY SCOTT		  Branch 380
PAT SCOTT		  Branch 380
PATRICK SCOTT		 Branch 380
RYAN SCOTT		  Branch 380
A SUZANNE MC MILLIN	 Branch 391
WARREN J SCHIECHL 	 Branch 391
LYNN HOFFMAN		 Branch 395
SHARON K ROMAN	 Branch 395
ALBERTO O GOMEZ	 Branch 417
BEATRIZ L GOMEZ	 Branch 417

FRANK N LIEGGI	 Branch 423
JIM NORRIS		  Branch 425
MARIANNA NORRIS	 Branch 425
RUSS J ANDALORO	 Branch 433
BOB RABERT		  Branch 433
JANINE TOTO		  Branch 433
FRAN BERBERICH	 Branch 438
JOHN BERGMAN	 Branch 438
VIRGINIA BERGMAN	 Branch 438
JOHN E BERTAUT	 Branch 438
LYNN A BERTAUT	 Branch 438
RICHARD F BUCHTER	 Branch 438
VERA D BUCHTER	 Branch 438
JEAN CHARLES		  Branch 438
MAUREEN FARRELLY	 Branch 438
MICHAEL FARRELLY	 Branch 438
SHIRLEY M GRECO	 Branch 438
ELSIE INGRAM		  Branch 438
JOHN INGRAM		  Branch 438
MARIAN KRESS		  Branch 438
CHI L LE		  Branch 438
ALICE A O’BOYLE	 Branch 438
MICHAEL J O’BOYLE	 Branch 438
JAMES W PATHE	 Branch 438
VIRGINIA H PATHE	 Branch 438
ERLINDA R RAEL	 Branch 438
GIOVANNA A RICE	 Branch 438
HAROLD W RICE	 Branch 438
DANIEL ROMERO	 Branch 438
GABRIEL ROMERO 	 Branch 438
RENE ROMERO		  Branch 438
SOFIA ROMERO		 Branch 438
VERONICA ROMERO	 Branch 438
PETER S RUBINO	 Branch 438
TRACY L RUBINO	 Branch 438
KAREN SALSTROM	 Branch 438
NICK SALSTROM	 Branch 438
ROGER SALSTROM	 Branch 438
TERESITA STACHELEK	 Branch 438
KEVIN E STASZKOW	 Branch 438
PAULA L STASZKOW	 Branch 438
RACHEL M STASZKOW 	 Branch 438
SARAH L STASZKOW	 Branch 438
CONNOR D WILLIAMS	 Branch 438
LARRY P WILLIAMS	 Branch 438
LAURIE A WILLIAMS	 Branch 438
CLARA MAZZEO		 Branch 439
NICK MAZZEO		  Branch 439
BRANDON BALL		 Branch 440
BRIDGET BALL		  Branch 440
DYLAN BALL		  Branch 440
GREG BALL		  Branch 440
HEATHER BALL 		 Branch 440
JULIANNA BALL		  Branch 440
GARRETT BRIEF		 Branch 440
MARIA BRIEF		  Branch 440
MICHAEL BRIEF		 Branch 440
SHAWNA BRIEF		  Branch 440
JEAN ARREDIA 		  Branch 441
TONY ARREDIA		  Branch 441
ANN MARIE U DI PRIMA 	 Branch 441

Cooley’s Corner Gifts of Love Gratitude

Tell Us Your Success Stories
Andy Pappani
Chairman of Gifts of Love

Since the inception of our program, Sep-
tember 1996, a vision of Al Teglia, past 
grand president and life member emeritus, 
we have helped more than 550 individuals 
bring direct assistance to people of special 
needs. 
With the financial support of our Italian 
Catholic Federation membership we have 
received approximately $304,000 and 
granted $274,000 in our years of existence.
The Gifts of Love Program dispenses every 
cent received to the needs of developmen-
tally delayed and disabled people.
I am very proud of our Italian Catholic 

Federation and Gifts of Love is but one 
program that makes us stand out.
The Deaf/Hard of Hearing CCD Program in 
the San Jose Diocese under the director of 
Rev. Chris Bennett, Pastor. This past year 
we have also begun a Deaf Program in the 
Chicago diocese. My hopes are to see this 
same program started throughout all the 
dioceses in the Italian Catholic Federation. 
If you know of any success stories that 
have come from the Gifts of Love program, 
please forward them to me so that I can 
share them with everyone.
I want to thank everyone for your gener-
ous donations. Without you it wouldn’t be 
possible.
Thank you again.

Gifts of Love D o n a t i o n s

Donations received to the ICF Office by 
October 15, 2012.
Branch 4
Branch 4
Santa Clara Valley District
Italian-American Women’s Guild
Rose S. Santanocito
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Dianda and Jane
	 Get well wishes for Norma Damozonio
Antoinette and Angelo Pecora
	 In memory of Irma Genini
Pat and Louie Cordich
	 In memory of Kermit Johnson
Joan and Jerry Delfino
	 In memory of Joyce Barlotti Shriwise

Jim Cardella	
	 In memory of Irma Genini
Aline Amatisto
	 Get well wishes for Paul Gagnon
Guido and Emma Zan
	 In memory of Marcia Elizondo
Katherine and Roland Codiga
	 In memory of Mimi Serafin
Nonno Dante and Nonni Julie Galeazzi
	 In honor of the 1st “Big Boy” haircut 
for Giovanni Cavalli Galeazzi
Marie Amoroso
	 Get well wishes for Carla Del Carlo
Bill and Maria Greco
	 In memory of Mark Kieper

Jim Acitelli
Apostolic Committee Chairman

As we begin a new year, I would like to 
begin with the Apostolic portion of this 
committee and to bring it before  all of our 
ICF Branches.
To do Apostolic works is to follow the 
teachings of Christ, and to treat others as 
we would be treated.
Did the Apostles all get along?  Probably 
not.  Did they disagree with each other?  
Probably so.  But the most important 
question of all is – did they follow Christ 
and teach His word?  Yes, they did.
To belong to the Italian Catholic Federation 
is a privilege we all share and we are aware, 
first and foremost, we are an Apostolic and 
Charitable organization.  Do we sometimes 
have disagreements?  Yes, we do.  We 
are only human.  But as an organization, 
we must remain united in our mission of 
encouraging faith renewal and apostolic 
and charitable works.  As the saying goes, 
“Charity begins at home.”
I believe we all agree that we are very 
generous in support of our charities and 

Apostolic Committe Report
that we embrace these charities with a 
united passion.  It is our hope, as the 
Apostolic/Charities Committee, that we 
encourage each other as brothers and sisters 
to accept our differences and pull together 
in unity and show the world what we can 
accomplish together.
Let’s help us to become more spiritually 
active in our parishes by sponsoring Nights 
of Recollection and St. Joseph’s Table, 
for example.  Let’s help  organize food 
or clothing drives for the needy as well 
as a blood drive.  These needs are with us 
year-round.
Let’s keep supporting Children’s Hospital in 
their efforts to find a cure for Thalassemia.  
Let’s continue to be generous in supporting 
the Gifts of Love program.
Together we can make a difference.  
Together we can become more “Christ-like” 
and work together even though we may 
have differences of opinion.  It’s great that 
we are able to see past each other’s flaws 
and accept each other as brothers and sisters 
united for a wonderful cause as we attempt 
to live a life of what we profess at Mass.  
May God bless us in all our endeavors.

YOU ARE Cordially 
Invited

To The

Thalassemia (Cooley’s 
Anemia)

Christmas Party…

….Under the Sea!
WHERE: Children’s Hospital Oakland

Outpatient Center Atrium
744 Fifty Second St. 

Oakland CA 94609

When: Saturday, December 1, 2012

RSVP: Please call or email Laurice Levine
LLevine@mail.cho.org 
510-428-3885 x 5427

Let me know the names of those coming 
and ages of 

children in your party

WE HOPE YOU CAN JOIN US!!!!

mailto:LLevine@mail.cho.org
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BOOK REVIEW
Vince Piro

Also ONLINE AT ICF.ORG

Guest Reviewer this month:
Robert Pachinger, 
Branch 413, Angels Camp
Our Italian American Heritage
Collected by 
The Italian Catholic Federation 
Heritage Book Committee:
Nettie Descalso Del Nero
Forrest Price
Dorothy Bushnell
Msgr. E. James Petersen
Caroline Cugia
Albert Teglia

Polito Printers
Merced, California, 1994
164 pages

I found this treasure at the Heritage Exhibit 
at this year’s convention.  This book is a 
compilation of first-hand accounts of the 
men and women who left their homelands 
looking for a better life in America.  The 
accounts consist of short snapshots of 

family histories.  Although the stories 
are brief, they are full of emotion and 
meaning.  They perfectly capture the 
feeling of sadness at leaving homeland 
and family, trepidation at traveling into the 
unknown with no guaranteed success of 
finding a livelihood, and desire to establish 
themselves in a new land.  

There is a common thread in all of the 
stories.  First, there was the sacrifice that 
our ancestors were willing to undertake to 
find a future in America.  Many fathers had 
to leave their wives and children behind.  
They left their homes with the faith that they 
would somehow do well enough to be able 
to bring their families over.  However, this 
still meant a separation of years.  Often, the 
departure also meant that the son would not 
see his parents alive again. Second, there 
was the passage to America. Depending 
on funds, accommodations were very 
poor or a bit more bearable. Regardless 
of the accommodations, the passengers 
all knew that they were in it together until 
they reached their promised land.  They 
endured seasickness and cramped quarters 
for approximately ten days. Third, they 
were all driven to work at any job.  Nothing 
was out of limits. Most jobs available to the 
Italian immigrants consisted of hard labor.  
No effort was spared to try to get ahead.  
This drive made many of these immigrants 
successful at their own businesses.  Finally, 
these immigrants wanted to become citizens 
of this country.  Citizenship was difficult 
since many immigrants did not speak the 

language.  Somehow they learned the 
language and all other requisite American 
history and civics to pass the tests and 
become citizens.

Every story in the compilation is precious.  
When Sciavo Joseph Di Vita (Branch No. 
5) was 2 ½ years old, he made the voyage 
with his mother.  Neither knew how to speak 
English.  It is interesting to read his account 
of his first experience with a banana.  We 
take bananas for granted.  Many Italians had 
never seen a banana.  Olga Rizzo (Branch 
20) related her account of her wedding to 
a GI stationed in Italy.  Her wedding dress 
was made from a parachute.  Maria Stefani 
( Branch 258) tells us about her mother-in-
law who was a mail order bride.  It seems 
that many Italian girls came to America as 
mail order brides.  Lillian Costello(Branch 
227) describes how her grandmother 
pronounced words in her newly acquired 
English language with “The Story of Sci Ra 
bout.”  Perhaps those with family members 
that use English as a second language know 
immediately what “Sci Ra bout” means -- if 
not, buy the book and find out!

This book can be a great guide to all 
branches of the federation who wish to 
compile a short, ancestral history of their 
members.  The histories do not have to 
be long to be effective at preserving a 
special moment.  Although, the stories 
in the collection are all very short, they 
capture a moment in time in a way that a 
history book or novel cannot.  You will not 

find characters such as the poor farmers, 
mothers, or wounded soldiers who left Italy 
to become Americans in the history books.  
Instead, you will read about anonymous 
immigrants who passed through Ellis 
Island.  Yet, because the Italian Catholic 
Federation Heritage Book Committee 
compiled these stories, we know their 
names.  Their names were Maria Barbieri, 
Pantaleo di Pilato, Gioconda Maltagliati, 
Ansano Ghiselli and many others. They 
came from many small villages, towns, 
and cities such as Faiccho, Lucca, Altavilla 
Irpina, Asti in the Po Valley.

Although we should feel blessed that we 
have preserved these accounts, one must 
also feel sadness that those Italians who 
felt driven to better themselves and their 
descendents in America are for the most 
part no longer with us.  Their memories 
are gone.  Ellis Island is now a museum.  
There are no sea voyages, unless one is on 
vacation.  No one is escaping impending 
wars.  Everyone speaks or understands 
English.  The time of the great migration 
of our ancestors is passed.  Our Italian 
identity is being cooked away in the melting 
pot.  Perhaps if we undertake a project to 
preserve our heritage, we can pass the pride 
of being Italian to our youth and hold off 
the effects of the American melting pot for 
a little while longer.

This book can be purchased from the ICF 
office.

Turkey: It’s What’s for Dinner.
When the Wampanoag people and the 
Colonists sat down to their three-day feast 
to give thanks, they dined on lobster, fish 
packed in salt, dried and smoked meats, 
and freshly caught wild game. They did 
not eat corn on the cob (as Indian corn was 
only good for making corn meal, not eating 
whole) or eat pumpkin pie or cranberry 
sauce since sugar, yams, or sweet potatoes 
had not yet been introduced to the New 
England region.

Turkey is the big centerpiece of most 
Thanksgiving celebrations across the 
United States. Since records of exactly what 
was eaten at that first celebration in 1621 are 
fuzzy at best, wild turkey may or may not 
have even been eaten at the feast. 

The thing is, turkey was one of the staples 
of the settlers’ diets at that time anyway, 
as turkeys were in great supply and were 
enjoyed for their eggs as well as their 
abundant meat. So, even if the feathered 
bird wasn’t there at the first Thanksgiving, 
the turkey quickly became a fixture at future 
tables.

La Celebrazione di Gioventu 
-- The Celebration of Youth 
Celebrating Thanksgiving

Learn to Draw 
a Turkey

Children’s Hospital & Research 
Center at Oakland 

Thalassemia Program
Donation Guidelines

Due to hospital policy, limited storage 
space, fire hazard, and the prevention 
of infectious disease, the Thalassemia Outreach Program at Children’s 
Hospital Oakland has a set of donation guidelines. If you would like to 

make a donation, please adhere to the following guidelines:
	 All toys must be new and unused
	 Stuffed animals must be new, clean and not off the store shelf for more than a month
	 Books must be new or in very good condition
	 Used DVD’s are acceptable; used VHS video tapes are not.

Gift Cards – gift cards are great for ages 10 and older, especially our teens and adults. We 
also are able to purchase the many supplies, arts, crafts and other wares needed to put on 
a party, You can designate if you would like your gift card to be used as a gift, as party 
expenses, or wherever needed. 

	 Gift cards to: Target, Best Buy, Game Stop, Safeway (for party supplies), Albertsons 
(for party supplies), Gap, Old Navy, Banana Republic, Claires, See’s Candy, Barnes and 
Noble, Big 5, Sports Authority, Regal and AMC Movie Theaters, Costco, Starbucks, 
Jamba Juice. Denominations can be $5 to higher. Usually $10 and $20 are preferable.

Suggested donation items: 
	 Infant Toys: mobiles, musical toys, rattles, teethers
	 Books for all ages
	 Board Games for all ages: Life, Monopoly, Clue, Sorry, Trouble, Candyland, Chess/

Checkers, Uno, Chutes and Ladders, Simon, Trivial Pursuit, Jenga, Taboo, Hi Ho 
Cheerio

	 New Dolls: Barbies, baby dolls
	 Hand held video games
	 CD Players
	 Sports equipment
	 IPOD Minis
	 Nintendo DS
	 Make up kits and nail polish
	 Cute women’s socks, mens socks, children’s socks
	 Teen clothes – appropriate logos ie Nike wear; Puma
	 Fleece blankets
	 Disney attire
	 Art supplies: pens, crayons, coloring books, paper, glitter pens
	 PlayDoh and modeling clay
	 Toy cars, match box cars
	 Lego sets
	 Action figures

If you would like to make a donation please contact:
Laurice Levine at 510-428-3885 x 5427 or LLevine@mail.cho.org

Thank you in advance for your generosity and support! 

Three items were found in the Reno 
Ballroom on Monday, September 3, after 
the Monday Morning Prayer Service that 
was held at 9:00am and have been returned 
to the ICF Office.
1.    An EXILIM 9.1 Mega Pixels Digital 
Camera EX-Z85 in a black leather case with 
EXILIM printed on the front flap.

2.  A pair of wrap-around sunglasses with 
a black frame labeled XOXO Polarized.
3.     A pair of blue thin framed reading 
glasses with narrow - ½ size - lenses.
If any of these items belong to you or you 
have information on the person they might 
belong to, please call the I.C.F. Office at 
1-888-423-1924.

Items Lost and Found at I.C.F. Convention in Reno

BRANCH NAME: BRANCH #
MONTHS / YEAR: CITY:

INCOME AMOUNT EXPENSES AMOUNT
SOURCE OF INCOME General Fund Social Fund Other Funds Check # TO WHOM ISSUED General Fund Social Fund Other Funds

Total Dues
Hospitalization

TOTAL INCOME 0 0 0

BALANCES General Fund Social Fund Other Funds
Previous Balance
Evening Income 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0
Paid out - Expenses 0 0 0
BALANCE 0 0 0

TOTAL EXPENSE 0 0 0

TOTAL BALANCE ALL ACCOUNTS
0

TOTAL ALL FUNDS

GENERAL FUND
SOCIAL FUND
OTHER FUNDS

Q1 Jan, Feb, Mar due to office in April ~ Q2 Apr, May, June due in July (along w/ a copy of State & Federal IRS e-file postcard) ~ Q3 Jul, Aug, Sep due in Oct  ~ Q4 Oct, Nov, Dec due in Jan
Please forward this report to the ICF office with the current per capita report.

ITALIAN CATHOLIC FEDERATION
TREASURER'S REPORT

0
0
0

continued from page 1
Treasurer’s Report

Here is what the new Excel version of the Treasurer’s Report looks like:

Scholarship Donations
Donations received to the ICF Office by 
October 15, 2012. 
Scholarship Donations - 1st Year
Deborah Rodondi
	 In memory of Joyce Barlotti Shriwise
The Lawrence A. Pedrotti Family
	 In memory of Hank Triglia
Pat and Louie Cordich
	 In memory of June Brown
Ed and Jo Bertaccini
	 In memory of Henry Pasquinelli
Pat and Louis Cordich

	 In memory of Bob Thom
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Dianda and Jane
	 In memory of Angelo Rosi
Nonno Dante and Nonni Julie Galeazzi
	 In honor of Homecoming High School 
Princess Brooke Anne Ornellas
Nonno Dante and Nonni Julie Galeazzi
	 In honor of Reverse Grand Champion - 
F.F.A. Brooke Anne Ornellas
Nonno Dante and Nonni Julie Galeazzi
	 In honor of the Dairy Cow Awards for 
Blake Andrew Ornellas 

Bollettino 
Holiday Greetings

Place your personal, branch or district 

message in the December issue.
		  2” X 2”	 	 $25
		  2” X 5”		  $35
		  4” X 5”		  $50
		  5” X 6”		  $70

Email, mail or fax your ad by 
November 10, 2012. (Please note date 

change.) Grazie!

We ask that announcements for branch 
and district events be published one month 
early. For example if you want an an-
nouncement for an October event, please 
plan to publish it in the September issue. 

This means that you have to get it in as 
early as August 15. In this way, you can 
assure that your event will be announced 
in a timely fashion.

Bollettino Publication Notifications
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Officers
(*denotes Life Member)
Grand President – Jane Dianda*, Br. 91
Grand 1st Vice President – Robert Basuino*,  
									       Br. 191
Grand 2nd Vice President – Leonard Zasoski, Jr., 	
								      (Betty) Br. 281
Grand Secretary – 		  Deborah Rodondi, Br. 19
Grand Treasurer – George Bacigalupi*,  
								      (Diana) Br. 50
Parliamentarian – Leonard Rossi* (Karen), Br. 343

Grand Trustee - Nancy Corsi (Giovanni), Br. 103	
Grand Trustee – Roselynne Jarrett, Br. 72
Grand Trustee – Vincent Piro (Robyn), Br. 39
Sergeant At Arms – Franklyn Lopes, Jr., Br. 227
Past Grand President – James Jones* (Janice), 
							           Br. 191
Spiritual Director – Rev. Msgr. Daniel Cardelli, 
							     Br. 352
Central Council Members
James Acitelli (Bette), Br. 425
David Botta* (Pat), Br. 14
Michael Cannady* (Donna), Br. 154
Lisa Crudo, Br. 343
James Friebel* (Mary Ann), Br. 26
Steve Fuentes*, Br. 163
Dante Galeazzi* (Julie), Br. 390
Marco Galeazzi (Diane), Br. 139
Teresa Helfand (Cory), Br. 392
Patricia Mages (Lou), Br. 380
Nina Malone*, Br. 236
Andrew Pappani (Siria), Br. 28
Vincent Picciola* (Diane), Br. 358
Michael Rossi* (Marcie), Br. 391

2012-2013 Central Council Officers and Members

Life Members Emeritus
Robert Acquistapace (Kathy), Br. 198
Jody Balestrieri, Br. 229
Nettie Descalso-Del Nero (Tom), Br. 39
Robert Dianda, K.S.G. (Theresa), Br. 91
Carmen Kilcullen (Larry), Br. 52
Larry Marsalli, K.L.J. (Elise), Br. 5
Gaetano (Guy) Masciotra (Eva), Br. 67
Thomas Poggi (Marisa), Br. 40
Nello Rossi (Dorothy), Br. 223
Leroy Taddei (Stella), Br. 343
Albert Teglia (Frances), Br. 19

Members Emeritus
Mary Alesi (James), Br. 416
Gerald Delfino (Joan), Br. 368
Maria Di Paolo, Br. 379
Joseph Donato (Jacqueline), Br. 367
Frances Foglia-Teglia (Albert), Br. 236
Angelina Iarossi-Armenio (Tony), Br. 218
Joseph Polselli, Br. 108
Forrest Price (Prudence), Br. 261
Albert Ranzani, Br. 14
Louisa Russo, Br. 241
Joseph Santello (Catherine), Br. 358
Frank Signorelli, Br. 291
Chuck Sperrazzo (Josephine), Br. 210
Jim Spinetti (Dorothy), Br. 21
Helen Tatone, Br. 380
Chris Valentini (Elizabeth), Br. 14

Chicago
Franklin Park 

St. Gertrude, Br. 181
Happy thanksgiving everyone!
Calendars have arrived, lets try and, sell all 
we received. Remember the cost can be shared 
with friends or other members.lets have 100%.
Happy birthday to Sam Ochipinty. and Lotty 
Wall.
Those who went to the night at the race track 
at Maywood had a great time and enjoyed 
their wonderfull buffet. This event was given 
to raise money for the Seminarians.
Our sympathy is extened to the Sam Occhipinti 
family on the recent loss of Sams sister 
Catherine Passo.  Please remember her in 
your prayers and all other deceased members 
and friends.
Important dates.
Nov. 11-- St. Frances Cabrini Mass
Nov. 15 -- District meeting night
Nov. -- Branch Mass and meeting.
Pray for world peace.
Barbara Miller

Calumet City 
St. Victor, Br. 195 

Branch 195 mourns the recent death of 
Virginia Cuzzo Pyrkowski, a long time 
member of 195. We thank her family who 
requested memorials be made in her memory 
to 195’s St. Joseph’s Table, in lieu of flowers. 
Our September Meeting began with a decade 
of the Rosary to honor Sister Alban Hermes, 
who recently retired. Br. 195’s annual Turkey 
Raffle resulted in six lucky winners of a gift 
card to Strack & VanTil. 
Our Annual Nite at the Races was fun by 
all, especially President Mary Alice Kelly 
and her sister, Denise, who were covered by 
Luck of the Irish. We had two special guests 
with us: St. Victor’s Associate Pastor, Rev. 
Bob Sprott and Rev. Steve Kosinski, Pastor 
of All Saints Parish in Hammond, Indiana, 
who enjoyed the wonderful Balmoral’s Club 
House Buffet Dinner. 
Some of our members attended the Gala 
Fundraiser for the Cause for Sainthood 
of Father Augustus Tolton, at the Hyatt 
Regency in Chicago. We’re humbled and 
very appreciative to be part of this spiritual 
event. 
Please pray for all our sick members and 
friends to be restored to good health. Also, 
please add Betty Torson, mother of our 
weekend presider Rev. Dan Torson, to our 
prayer list. She has been afflicted with a 
severe hearing impairment. 
Let us remember to love one another as God 
loves us. We pray, too, for world peace.
God Bless
Jo Merlo

Chicago
St. Francis Borgia, Br. 392

Ciao a tutti!!! Hello everyone !!!!!

After having said our initial prayers we 
began the September meeting. Our President 
Antonietta Gerardi and our 1st Vice President 
Teresa Helfand D’Alessandro gave us a report 
as to what happened at the Convention in 
Reno, Nevada, and we are happy to report 
that Teresa Helfand D’Alessandro has been 
reelected to the Central Council in California. 
Congratulations !!!!
This year we have also taken part to the 
Columbus Day Parade in downtown Chicago 
to honor the man who discovered America: 
Cristoforo Colombo. Most of the members 
of our Branch met at Casa Italia in Stone 
Park and then went to our Lady of Pompey 
were we attended a beautiful commemorative 
Mass celebrated by many Scalabrinian and 
Italian priests with a beautiful homely given 
by Father Fragomeni. After Mass we laid a 
wreath at the statue of Cristoforo Colombo 
in Arrigo Park and then we took the bus to 
downtown Chicago for the parade which went 
on without a hitch.
This year the Mother Cabrini dinner will be 
celebrated Nov. 11 at Porretta Restaurant. 
The month of November is the month that we 
honor all our Saints and we remember all those 
who sleep in the hope of the Resurrection and 
we remember with a prayer or going to the 
cemetery. In the November meeting there will 
be elections for the new Officers and don’t 
forget to pay your dues for next year. 
We would like to give a warm welcome to our 
new members such as Anna Angiulli Weiss 
and we would like to salute all who celebrate 
their birthday this month.
Pace e Bene a Tutti
Vincenzo DeVito
2nd Vice President

Itasca
St. Peter the Apostle, Br. 418

Our branch officers and members would like 
to wish everyone in the ICF a very blessed 
and Happy Thanksgiving.
May God keep you safe in your travels this 
holiday season.
Ciao,
Rita

Chicago
Our Lady Mother of the Church, Br. 439

The Italian Catholic Federation Branch 439 of 
Our Lady Mother of the Church participated 
in the Columbus Day Parade in downtown 
Chicago for the second year. October 8th 
was a beautiful fall day and the parade had 
an amazing turnout. Numerous decorated 
floats, cars, trolleys, marching bands from 
area schools all participated in the parade 
as onlookers watched from the sidelines. 
Italians, young and old enjoyed the festivities 
as local politicians, media personality and 

Italian organization leaders emceed the 
event. The day started with a beautiful Mass 
celebrated at Our Lady of Pompeii and ended 
with a spectacular dinner at Biaggio’s. A 
wonderful day was enjoyed by all!

Fresno
Madera

Santissimo Crocifisso, Br. 27
The October meeting was a Halloween 
themed event with a scrumptious chicken 
dinner with all the trimmings. Thanks to the 
chairmen Butch and Frances Hope, and the 
committee Brenda, Jim and Ola Toschi, John 
O’Meara, Mary Dal Cerro, J.B. and Camille 
Overstreet, and Ada Cavallero and her son 
Gary Cavallero (a new member!) Welcome 
Gary. Our cookbooks, with lots of yummy 
comfort food, have been sent to the printer 
and will be ready for purchase just in time 
for Christmas presents. We have been very 
lucky to have had some Boy Scouts helping 
at our meetings recently. They are working 
on their religious medal given by the Catholic 
Church to Boy Scouts, the Ad Altare Dei. 
Thanks for the help and good luck Bradley, 
Mark, Thomas and Will. Elections were 
held and the new officers are: Elsie Bottorff, 
President; Ray Chiarelli,1st Vice President; 
Jim Cavallero, 2nd vice president; Marilyn 
Rowe, recording secretary; Kerin Cavallero, 
corresponding secretary; Janet Petrucci, 
financial secretary; Carol Espinola, treasurer; 
John O’Meara, orator; Frank Brunolli, 
Sentinel; Jim Espinola, trustee; Frances Hope, 
trustee; Louise Chiarelli, trustee; and Mabel 
Willmon, District Deputy. Congratulations 
everyone! Please continue to pray for our ill 
and injured members. 
Ciao,
Kerin Cavallero

Los Banos
Santa Lucia, Br. 31

Our Branch did not meet during June and July. 
On August 18, our Annual Pot Luck was held 
at the home of Rick and Terri Post. Banners 
in Italian colors were hung over the festive 
decorated tables, music was playing and the 
aroma of good food filled the air. It was a 
beautiful evening with friendship, food and 
drinks for all to enjoy. 
Our Branch under the direction of President 
Gary Caropreso and his great officers has 
grown 72%. Thanks to all who have given so 
much and so generously to make this happen.
At our September meeting plans were set to 
have a no-host breakfast on September 30, 
2012 at M & M Restaurant, Los Banos at 
10:00am.
Next Meeting being held November 6, 2012 at 
7:00pm at the home of MaryAnn Post.
Ciao
Germaine Orlando

Fresno
Our Lady of Victory, Br. 32

Our branch just completed our Annual Salad 
Bar Luncheon and Raffle. It was a great 
success, with many tasty salads and desserts 
prepared by our members. We had a large 
array of door prizes donated and drawn from 
the luncheon tickets. Raffle ticket winners 
were Erna Bonetto $200.00, Paula Muro 
$100.00 and Raymond Keller $50.00. Our 
September 25, regular meeting, was a Pot 
Luck. Our members are really great cooks! 
Parrish Center has assigned our Annual 
Masses for the living and deceased for
February 3, 2013 8:00am
April 7, 2013 8:00am
August 11, 2013 8:00am
November 10, 2013 10:00am
Up coming Events;
November 11, 2012 -- Hour of Memory 
12:00pm Mass, Lunch 1:00pm
November 27, 2012 -- Regular Meeting
Would you like to become more involved? 
Become a Branch Officer, Need a Ride?
Call (559) 977-0190, we will provide a ride!
God Bless
Jim Clark

Bakersfield
San Luigi, Br. 33

What an abundance of food we had at 
our October potluck. Our cooks outdid 
themselves.
Our new slate of Officers for 2013 was 
presented and accepted by our members. The 
new officers will be: Mike Cerri, President; 
Charles Linenbrink, Vice President; Martha 
Ball, 2nd Vice President; Pam Bell, Recording 
Secretary; Gertie O’Neil, Corresponding 
Secretary; Barbara Crear, Financial Secretary/

Members of Branch 439 marched in the Columbus Day Parade.

Branch 32 members at the September 
regular meeting.

Branch 33 - Members Nancy Romanini, Bob Lencioni and Barbara Fanucchi stopped 
by to see Josephine Colombana’s (92) (2nd from right), Barbie Bride/Bridesmaid 
dresses which she made.  She received 1st prize at the Kern County Fair.
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