
Italian Red Wine 

Italian red wine (vino rosso) is exported to many 
countries around the world, with each region 
producing its own distinct varieties. Here is a list of 
Italian red wine: 

1. Sangiovese - Italy's claim to fame, the pride of 
Tuscany and a great Italian red wine.  It produces 
Chianti (Classico), Rosso di Montalcino, Brunello 
di Montalcino, Rosso di Montepulciano, 
Montefalco Rosso, and many others.  

2. Nebbiolo - The most noble of Italy's varietals. 
The name (meaning "little fog") refers to the 
autumn fog that blankets most of Piedmont 
where it is grown, a condition the grape seems to 
enjoy. It is a somewhat difficult varietal to master, 
but produces the most renowned Barolo and 
Barbaresco, made in province of Cuneo, along 
with the lesser-known Sforzato, Inferno and 
Sassella made in Valtellina, Ghemme and 
Gattinara, made in Vercelli's province. 
Traditionally produced Barolo can age for fifty 
years-plus, and is regarded by many wine 
enthusiasts as the greatest wine of Italy. 

3. Montepulciano - The grape of this name is not 
to be confused with the Tuscan town of 
Montepulciano; it is most widely planted on the 
opposite coast in Abruzzo.  



4. Barbera - The most widely grown red wine grape 
of Piedmont and Southern Lombardy, most 
famously around the towns of Asti and Alba, and 
Pavia. The wines of Barbera were once simply 
"what you drank while waiting for the Barolo to be 
ready." With a new generation of wine makers, 
this is no longer the case.  

5. Corvina - Along with the varietals rondinella and 
molinara, this is the principal grape which makes 
the famous wines of the Veneto: Valpolicella and 
Amarone. Valpolicella wine has dark cherry fruit 
and spice. After the grapes undergo passito (a 
drying process), the wine is now called Amarone, 
and is extremely high in alcohol (16% and up) 
and full of raisin, prune, and syrupy fruits. Some 
Amarones can age for 40+ years and command 
spectacular prices. In December 2009, there was 
celebration when the acclaimed Amarone di 
Valpolicella was finally awarded its long-sought 
DOCG status, alongside the other top Italian red 
wines. 

6. Nero d'Avola - Nearly unheard of in the 
international market until recent years, this native 
varietal of Sicily is gaining attention for its 
plummy fruit and sweet tannins. The quality of 
nero d'avola has surged in recent years. 

7. Dolcetto - A grape that grows alongside Barbera 
and Nebbiolo in Piedmont, its name means "little 
sweet one"", referring not to the taste of the wine, 



but the ease in which it grows and makes great 
wines, suitable for everyday drinking.  

8. Negroamaro - The name literally means "black 
and bitter". A widely planted grape with its 
concentration in the region of Puglia, it is the 
backbone of the Salice Salentino: spicy, toasty, 
and full of dark red fruits. 

9. Aglianico - Considered the "noble varietal of the 
south," it is primarily grown in Campania and 
Basilicata. The name is derived from Hellenic, so 
it is considered a Greek transplant.  

10. Sagrantino - A native to Umbria, it is only 
planted on 250 hectares, but the Italian red wines 
produced from it (either blended with Sangiovese 
as Rosso di Montefalco or as a pure Sagrantino) 
are world-renowned.  

11. Malvasia Nera - Red Malvasia varietal from 
Piedmont. A sweet and perfumed wine, 
sometimes elaborated in the passito style. 
 
"International" varietals such as Merlot, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Syrah, and Cabernet Franc are also 
widely grown. 

 


